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  On the cover of this issue of CONTACT is a 
distinguished member of the clergy and an officer in the 
Royal Canadian Air Force in World War II. Risking the 
inappropriate, what better job for a member of the clergy 
than `Sky Pilot’ in the air force. The man on our cover is 
Chaplain Francis August Clinton, a Catholic priest who 
joined the RCAF in 1940 for six years, attaining the rank 
of Wing Commander. Father Clinton was deployed by 
the RCAF in Canada and overseas where he stayed 
close to various Canadian bomber squadrons providing 
support and encouragement to the airmen and the 
families of those hurt or killed in action.  
 What drew us to this story, is the photograph of 
Chaplain Clinton in which the badges on his hat and 
lapels are something never seen by us before. A clearer 
drawing can be seen on the cover and photo of a cloth 
badge gives a clear picture of this badge at the bottom 
left corner of this page. This item is another of those 
million little secrets from the RCAF that is near 
impossible to know 80 years after the war.   
 Lacking the official name for this badge, we are 
calling it the RCAF Chaplain insignia. It is very closely 
modelled after the `regular’ officer’s badge with a wreath, 
wings and RCAF in the centre. The chaplain’s version 
includes a greyish-blue Maltese Cross under the wreath 
and RCAF letters.  Although the Maltese cross on the 
badge has a great resemblance to the German military 
Iron Cross, they are not the same. The Maltese Cross 
has a rich history as a legitimate religious icon dating 
back to its creation in the early sixteenth century. 
 Military chaplains in Canada date back to 1578 
when Reverend John Wolfall was chaplain for the third 
Frobisher Expedition to Canada’s Arctic. Even before 
Canada was a country, chaplains served their military 
flocks in the army and navy in the War of 1812 and Boer 
War. With the creation of the airforce, the tradition 
continued  in WWI and WWII as well as in other 
conflicts. During World War II a total of 1400 Chaplains 
served in the Canadian armed forces.    
For more information about Father Clinton:  
 

https://bccatholic.ca/news/nota-bene/75-years-after-d-
day-remembering-a-local-military-chaplain  

mailto:airmuseum@nelink.ca
http://www.airmuseum.ca/
https://bccatholic.ca/news/nota-bene/75-years-after-d-day-remembering-a-local-military-chaplain
https://bccatholic.ca/news/nota-bene/75-years-after-d-day-remembering-a-local-military-chaplain


 

June 1 1943 (written by Davd in three settings) 

 Tonight’s the night darling and I’m even more 

than mildly excited now (David’s first combat operation)! 

This won’t or can’t be posted until after it’s all over so I’ll 

be able to add a postscript before I mail it. 

 Darling, this is all silly and melodramatic. I know 

but I’m going to leave this behind to be posted ``just in 

case.’’ Accidents do happen in even the best regulated 

Airforces. And although I’m quite certain that I’m going to 

write that postscript – I just want to tell you again that I 

love you more than I ever dreamed it was possible to 

love anyone – and that’s not even beginning to say what 

I mean… that love have just been all that have kept me 

going during these weary months of separation. You are 

a wonderful wife Betty dear – and that covers a lot of 

territory. And our son darlingest. I haven’t had time to 

write you all those things that I want to about him. But 

dear girl if I’m not able to have any part in his training I 

know I can trust you to train him the way he should be 

trained. Teach him to be honest and clean, teach him to 

use his hands as well as his head… and see that he 

grows up a real Man. 

 First mission to Essen Germany June 1 1942, 
The letter continues with David’s return to base safely. 
 P.S. – 0730 hours, June 2

nd
 – Told you I’d be 

back to write a P.S. didn’t I and here I am slight groggy 
but with such a contented feeling somehow. Seems 
queer doesn’t it after just having committed mass 
murder? Still that’s the job I’ve been training for almost 
two years and it feels pretty good to have justified my 
existence in the RCAF at least. 
 You were with me every mile of the way darling 
right against my heart in my cigarette case! And I had 
your black sweater on too. 

You were with me every mile of the way darling… 
 

This is a letter sent by David Hinks, a Navigator/Bomber on a Wellington aircraft in Europe during World War II, to 

his wife Betty in Canada on June 1 1943. It was written by David in three sessions centered around his first combat 

mission with the RCAF. It is particularly striking for two reasons – its demonstration of the amazing love and 

devotion he had for his family, and his amazing and varied emotions about living away from his family and his 

contribution to the war against our German enemy. Overall, his life as he knew it changed dramatically and gifted 

him strange new emotions and thoughts.  

 



 Gosh I’m weary honey child guess I’d better get 
some sleep - `night beloved wife. 

The letter continues. 
 Slept right through until 3 pm darling then after a 
glorious bath went out to my garden and picked lettuce, 
onions and radishes for my tea. Good too… 
 And now honey where do you think I am?... Yep, 
right first time – down by the river with a line dangling in 
the water… 
 Don’t know how much I can tell you about last 
night’s party darling… In the first place I wasn’t afraid – 
not getting killed or anything like that but I was plenty 
worried about my navigation… I was scared stiff of 
making a mess of it… by golly things worked out 
amazingly well… 
 It was a queer feeling going over the enemy 
coast for the first time and seeing the searchlights and 
``flak.’’ The latter looked spectacular but somehow 
harmless even when it came close and the old kite 
kicked around like a canoe in the rapids. 
 The target itself was – how shall I say - ``horribly 
beautiful’’ not just to look at but horrible to think about 
what was happening down there. Still with memories of 
London and Plymouth and other blasted spots vivid in 
my mind it was a definite thrill to push the ol’ button and 
a few minutes later look back and see a particular fire 
spring into life…. 
 I wish in a way I could keep on going and finish 
off the other 194.5 hours I need! It’s going to seem funny 
getting back to `normal’ routine after this. Still as I’ve told 
you this experience puts an entirely different complexion 
on the whole job and I can go about it with a much better 
spirit… Well my precious the sun is going down behind 
the hill and its getting chilly so guess we’d better go 

home huh?... All my love to you both. More letter 
tomorrow. 
 
Your own Dave. 
 
 This letter was a one part of a large number of 
documents and photos donated to the Commonwealth 
Air Training Plan Museum. Together, they tell a 
wonderful and complete story of a RCAF airman who 
went to war.  
 More of these archival materials provide a 
complete picture of this poignant story in a video at:   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLepNC7b2b4&t=740s 
 

 
 

From the Archives 
Various phots captioned No. 5 Elementary Flying Training 
School in High River Alberta and No. 12 Service Flying 
Training School in Brandon Manitoba.  
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLepNC7b2b4&t=740s


 
At the beginning of World War II, there hardly existed 
any air observers or navigators in the Commonwealth 
Air Forces. The duties of these important members of 
latter air crews were originally  handled mostly by co-
pilots. The deficit was recognized early and the order 
went out to open 10 Air Observer School in Canada 
under the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan. 
 The Air Observers, known later in the war as 

Navigators, obviously had to learn navigation 
techniques but other subjects important to the job 
included meteorology, aircraft recognition, current 
affairs, physical training and Morse Code. To pass Morse 
Code, students were required to obtain a sending and 
receiving proficiency of eight words per minute. 
Actually, all members of the air crews (with the 
exception of gunners) and ground base radio operators 
received training in the Morse Code.  

 While undergoing 
development for a good 
portion of the 19th century 
by a number of inventors, 
the Morse Code, as a means 
of communicating text by 
radio, first occurred in the 
1890s. The code itself 
involves sending electrical 
impulses from one location 
to another whereby the 
receiver’s hardware makes 
a clicking noise in response 
to the sender’s efforts. The 
Morse Code translated 
letters of the alphabet to 
clicks with a slight pause for 
dots and dashes (see chart 
below). Transmitting the 
word hello would involve 

···· (h) · (e 

) ·--- (l) ·--- (l) --- (o) . 

 Our more 
adventurous readers might 
want to translate the 
message at the top of this 
page from dots and dashes 
into a readable statement. 
Those less inclined will find 
a translation on the back 
page.  

 
 

- .... .. ... / .. ... / .- -. / . -..- .- -- .--. .-.. . / --- ..-. / - .... . / 

.-- --- .-. -.- / --- ..-. / .- / -- --- .-. ... . / -.-. --- -.. . / - .-. .- -

. ... .-.. .- - --- .-. .-.-.- / .. - / .-- --- ..- .-.. -.. / .... .- ...- . / 

.-.. .. ..-. . / -- ..- -.-. .... / . .- ... .. . .-. / ..-. --- .-. / .-. -.-. .- 

 



 
When Second World War Lancaster crews sat down for 
their pre-flight meal before heading out over Germany, 
the overwhelming favourite was eggs, bacon and toast. 
Chances are most of it came from Canada - after the fall 
of France in 1940, Canada became one of Britain's 
leading wartime food providers.  But this important 
contribution to the war effort demanded radical changes 
and sacrifices on the home front. Because so much 
Canadian farm production went overseas, Ottawa 
stepped in with initiatives such as encouraging citizens 
to grow and can their own, promoting Victory Gardens 
and certain ``patriotic foods" like local apples and 

lobster. The 
gardens caught 
on with 
enthusiasm as 
thousands of 
backyards and 
vacant lots 
produced 
thousands of 
tonnes of 
vegetables, much 
of it used in a 
plethora of 
creative recipes 
initiated by 
housewives. 
 It wasn't 
the first time 
Canadian farms 
and food 
production bad 
been 
impacted by 

war overseas. ln 1914 and throughout the First 
World War, farmers were faced with a dilemma: farm 
or fight. On the one hand the federal government 
was encouraging them to increase production, while 
on the other pressuring everyone to enlist. 
Government publications like the Agricultural War 
Book produced by the Ministry of Agriculture set 
objectives for farmers, but problems arose as 
conscription was instituted. 
 Toward 1918, Ottawa confirmed the 
importance of food production in the face of war and 
conscription and declared that individual conscription 
exemptions could be made for farmers upon 
application. According to official figures in 1918, out 
of the total of 161,981 farmers who applied for 
exemptions, just 20.449 were refused. It still put a 
serious strain on farm labour demands. 
 So in the Second World War the federal 
government adopted a more direct approach to 
farming from the outset. The year 1940 saw a 

bumper crop of 
wheat but 
traditional 
European 
markets had 
been cut off by 
the Nazi 
occupiers. 
Britain couldn't 
take it all; 
besides, they 
needed meat 
and dairy items 
too. 
Consequently, 
the Department 
of Agriculture's 
slogan the 
following year 
was "Less 
Wheat in 1941 
Will Help Win 
the War." 
Elevator delivery quotas were introduced to limit wheat 
production, a predecessor to giving the Canadian Wheat 
Board a monopoly on buying wheat and other grains in 
1943. Replacement crops included sunflower seeds, 
rapeseed and livestock feeds. Thanks to the program, 
and because of the strong British demand for pork, hog 
production on the Prairies soared 400 per cent from 
1939 to 1943. Cattle and milk production increased, and 
chicken-raising became commercialized, supplying the 
British market with dried eggs.  
 With so much of the labour force serving in the 
military, harvesting was challenged as production grew 

"A Garden Will Make Your Rations Go Farther" 
The Victory Garden at Royal Canadian Air Force Station Summerside, P.E.I., alone reaped almost 3,000 kilos of 

vegetables in 1944. This story was published in the Legion Magazinem, March 2014. 

 



after 1941. Enter 
Canadian ingenuity: 
a series of new farm 
labour forces. 
Organizations like 
the Farm Girls 
Brigade - composed 
of women under 26, 
the Farm Cadets 
and Farmerette 
Brigade of summer 
students and 
teachers, the 
Women's Land 
Brigade of volunteer 
housewives, the 
Farm Commandos 
of spare time adult 

helpers and the Children's Brigade of youngsters under 
15. In Ontario for example, the summer of 1942 saw 
10,000 Farmerettes, 10,000 Farm Cadets and 10.000 of 
the Children's Brigade make up more than half of the 
55,000 Ontario Farm Service Force under the provincial 
government. 
 But it was Victory Gardens that got loads of 
publicity. Initially the federal government was disinclined 
to encourage family gardens for fear of wasting valuable 
fertilizer and farm equipment, but finally in 1943 Ottawa 
launched the Canadian Victory Garden campaign. The 
federal Agricultural Supplies Board initiated vibrant radio 
and press coverage, and issued a free pamphlet called 
The Wartime Garden. The population loved it; they could 
all now do a part for the war effort. 
 In parallel with the program, the Health League 
of Canada set up a Vegetables for 
Victory campaign to advise Canadians 
of their recommended daily amounts of 
vitamins and minerals. The National 
Film Board made a series of films about 
proper nutrition and magazines and 
newspapers ran regular features on 
Victory Gardening - the program was 
heavily promoted. 
 The gardens quickly became 
popular: the Calgary Herald's 60th 
birthday edition of Aug. 31, 1943, 
featured a multi-page spread on Eaton's 
employees cultivating a 10-acre Victory 
Garden in the suburb of Forest Lawn, 
reporting "potatoes as big as your fist, 
turnips growing like mad and cabbage 
heading out lovely." The Victory Garden 
at Royal Canadian Air Force Station 
Summerside, P.E.I., alone reaped 
almost 3,000 kilos of vegetables in 
1944. That was the peak year for Victory Garden output: 
an estimated 209,200 gardens across the country 
produced a total of 52,000 tonnes of vegetables. 
 Complementing the new Victory Gardens came 
new recipes and tips on canning and preserving the 
cornucopia, especially after rationing was introduced. 
Slogans like "A Garden Will Make Your Rations Go 

Farther" and "Help Feed Those Freed from Axis Rule" 
kept up the momentum. This was good for morale; not 
only did Victory Gardens boost vegetable production, but 
kept everyone excited.  
 Preservation was critical to maintaining the 
supply year round, so the Department of Agriculture 
promoted home canning through public demonstrations 
by home economists, pamphlets and a wide range of 
brochures. Home canning was a key element of the 
Victory Gardens program as the government had 
removed foods like carrots, beets, apples and beans 
from the official list of foods that were allowed to be sold 
to the public in cans. These were reserved for shipping 
overseas to feed Allied troops. 
 Wartime exigencies dried up many of Canada's 
markets for other local harvests like apples and lobster, 
too. So part of the government push was to promote 
foods like these for home consumption. Along with the 
Victory Gardens launch came glossy magazine ads and 
stories touting Canadian apples and lobster as patriotic 
and pleasant, together with creative recipes.  
 Recipes came to be the hallmark of these victory 
foods efforts. Thousands of new and creative recipes 
emerged, prompted by the new changes in ingredient 
availabilities. Canadian women responded to these 
changes in droves. Newspapers and magazines were 
filled with wartime ration-stretching recipes from 
prominent food experts like Chatelaine's Helen 
Campbell, the Montreal Standard's Kate Aitken and the 
Globe and Mail's Ann Adam. Hugely popular was the 
Canada War Cake. It was an eggless, milkless, 
butterless, and sugar-stretching dessert with ingredients 
like hot water, lard, raisins, flour, baking soda, cinnamon, 
and cloves. 

 Many of the best wartime recipes were gathered 
and published as community cookbooks by church 
groups, charities and local community organizations. For 
example, the Knox United Church in Regina published 
its Victory Cook Book, the Barrie, Ont., Lion's Club 
Ladies' Auxiliary had its Wartime Economy Cook Book, 
and the Calgary Wesley United Church Good Cheer 
Club issued Cook To Win. Even political parties got into 



the act: in 1944 the 
Cooperative 
Commonwealth 
Federation put out 
Canadian Favorites: 
CCF Cook Book.  
 A CBC 
radio show called 
Your Good 
Neighbour, hosted 
by Kate Aitken, 
contributed in a 
huge way. Aitken's 
fare was household 
hints, gossip and 
current events-16 

times a week. Her Monday broadcasts offered a full 
suggested menu for the week, as geared to rationing 
and whichever Victory Garden vegetables happened to 
be in season. The show became wildly popular; at its 
peak, homemakers could listen to three broadcasts a 
day, all personally written by Aitken.  
 Her expertise proved in government demand, 
too. She was appointed Conservation Director for the 
federal Wartime Prices and Trade Board, which 
regulated prices and rationing. Her wartime advice 
included more than food. She coined a slogan, "Use it 
up, wear it out, make over, make do" which became a 
poster Her Remake Revue travelled across Canada with 
new ideas for remaking clothing. By 1945 Aitken was 
averaging over 700 letters a day from fans. She 

answered 
them all, 
assisted by 20 
secretaries. 
The feedback 
was useful-it 
informed her 
future 
broadcasts, 
pamphlets, 
books and 
columns as to 
what was 
important to 
wartime 
listeners. 
 Food 
saving and 
recycling 
extended 
beyond Victory 
Gardens and 
canning. 
Canadians on 

the home front cheerfully saved fat and bone scraps for 
the munitions industry and other scrap material under 
the government's "Dig ln and Dig Out the Scrap" 
program. Fat and bones’ utility was summarized by an 
advertisement in the Summerside Journal of Feb. 11, 
1943· "Fats make glycerine and glycerine makes high 
explosives. Bones produce fat. Also glue for the war 

industry. Don't throw away a single drop of used fat-
bacon grease, meat drippings, frying fats-every kind you 
use. They are urgently needed to win this war... Be a 
munitions maker right in your own kitchen. For instance, 
there is enough explosive power hidden in 4,5 kilograms 
of fat to fire 49 anti-aircraft shells. So every day, this 
easy way, keep working for Victory for the duration of the 
war.'' The campaigns showed how to save it and where 
to drop it off-mostly local butcher shops. Millions of 
pounds were eventually donated. 
 For example, an organization called The 
Winnipeg Patriotic Salvage Corps reported collecting 
313,230 kilos of bones and 146,510 kilos of fat over five 
years of wartime operations. It was a significant source 
for munitions, but had at least one drawback, at least for 

women - 
glycerine was 
also used to 
make 
cosmetics - 
which is why 
makeup was 
in short 
supply during 
the war 
years. 
Other kitchen 
wastes were 
saved for pig, 
goat and 
chicken feed. 
And 
homemakers 
joined scrap 
metal and 
rubber 
recycling 
drives, too. 
Surplus pots 

and pans could provide aluminum for aircraft 
manufacture. Rubber for tires was in demand. Children 
gathered elastic bands, women saved the rubber seals 
used with canning jars, and scouts organized used tire 
drives. Many gas stations volunteered as drop-off points. 
The salvage drives became popular as everyone pitched 
in. 
 And to salvage the health of Canadians-
alarmingly poor as shown by the rate of medical 
rejections by the military-the federal government 
launched a national nutrition education program in 1941. 
Central to the campaign, dubbed the Canadian Nutrition 
Program a year later, was Canada's Official Food Rules, 
forerunner of the Canada's Food Guide of today. It listed 
the six food groups required to maintain a healthy diet: 
milk, cereals and breads, fruits, vegetables, eggs and 
meat/ fish. 
 Clearly these programs were effective. Despite 
years of rationing and sacrifice, Canadians on the home 
front were eating more and eating healthier than during 
the Depression years of the 1930s. Per capita 
consumption of almost all important nutrients rose during 
the war, a true victory for Victory Gardens. 



 
 
The Westland Lysander was developed in 1934 by 
Westland Aircraft to meet an Air Ministry specification for 
an army/air force co-operation/liaison aircraft. The 
specification required a new design to be undertaken 
that included provisions for armaments, light bombs, a 
forward firing machine gun, and short take-off/landing 
performance. Several manufacturers developed designs 
to meet the specification, although it was the unique 
design of Westland Aircraft that ultimately won the 
competition to go into production. The Westland design 
was revolutionary for the time. The concept of Short 
Take Off and Landing 
(STOL) was extremely new 
for the time, and Westland’s 
designers made major 
innovations in this area. The 
aircraft was built of a 
conventional warren truss 
type fuselage that was joined 
with rivets. This was 
common at the time. The 
landing gear was built using 
a large aluminum extrusion, 
which was the largest ever 
formed at the time. The 
landing gear was designed 
to give a considerable 
ground clearance for 
operations from rough, 
unprepared fields. The 
landing gear was also 
extremely strong, with shock 
absorption occurring at the 
wheel hubs. The landing 
gear was fitted with spats that allowed for the installation 
of weapons. Short stub wing sections could also be 
added for the provision of bombs.  
 The wing design was revolutionary for the time. 
The wing frame was built out of extruded aluminum 
covered with fabric. The wing was also fitted with four 
automatic opening slats and wing flaps. The operation of 
these was entirely automatic. If the pilot increased the 
angle of attack, the flaps and slots would open 
automatically. This would increase the lift and drag, and 
allow a slower, steeper approach with a lower landing 
speed. These features were likely the first in the world to 
be fitted to a STOL type design.  
 The aircraft was fitted with an 890 hp Bristol 
Mercury Engine. Although it did not have a very fast 
cruise speed, the engine power was well suited to the 
STOL operation of the aircraft for army cooperation 
work.  

 1,786 Lysanders were built, including 225 in 
Canada by Victory Aircraft in Malton, Ontario. In service, 
the Lysanders equipped many of the first units formed at 
the start of the Second World War. They were used for 
rescue of aircrew, inserting agents into occupied Europe, 
and spotting/artillery tracking. The Lysander also 
equipped Canada’s first operation units in the RCAF. By 
the middle of the war, the Lysander had been moved 
from the front lines to training. Many served in Canada in 
the BCATP as target tugs at bombing and gunnery 
schools. All Lysander’s had been withdrawn from service 
after the war, and few remain to this day.  
 Unfortunately, the Lysander was not well 

pres
erve
d. Of 
the 
1,78
6 
built, 
fewe
r 
than 
20 
are 
left. 
Most 
of 
the 
aircr
aft 
left 
are 
of 
Can
adia

n origin though. Although there are several on display 
and two left flying, components for the aircraft are indeed 
quite rare and desirable.  
 The Lysander fuselage that we currently have 
was given to the museum very generously by Mr. Gerry 
Norberg. The history is unknown as a data plate has 
been seen by the author. From the construction, this 
aircraft is likely a Malton built Lysander that served in the 
BCATP as a target tug. There is evidence of a target 
winch bracket in the tail. The Wings are missing, but the 
aircraft is quite complete outside of this. There was no 
engine or cowlings provided. The museum also holds 
many other parts for the aircraft. The value of the aircraft 
as received and the museum supplied components has 
been assessed by two outside parties to be valued at 
over $ 100,000.00 USD. 

 The Commonwealth Air Training Museum does 
currently own a Westland Lysander which needs 
extensive restoration. The Lysander shown in the picture 
with this article is not owned by the museum. 

Commonwealth Air Training Museum Essay 

Westland Lysander 
Excerpt from a report presented to the museum by volunteer Jeff Bell regarding restoration of the museum’s Lysander aircraft. 

 



Number Five hangar, Maintenance, has the tallest and 
the shortest airmen in Maintenance Wing on its roll call. 
This is quite an achievement for No. 5 
hangar, 
considering the hundreds of airmen employed 
in Maintenance Wing. 
  The tallest airman is Flt./Sgt. 
J. V. 
Doerr, an airframe mechanic by trade and 
Senior N.C.O. in charge of No. 5 
hangar. He is 6 ft. 5 ins. tall, weighs 210 
pounds and hails from Mitchell, Ont. 
 The shortest airman is Cpl. W. 
(Shorty) who works on the Anson line. 
"Shorty" is 5 ft. tall, weighs 125 lbs., and calls 
Brownlee, Sask., his home town.  
 Flt./Sgt. Doerr joined the Air Force in 
March, 1940, at Galt, Ont. He soon ran into 
trouble on account of his size. At Toronto 
Manning Pool he had to have a uniform 
specially made and a special bunk had to be 
rigged up for him to sleep on. 
 Cpl.Hawken joined The R.C.A.F. in 
August 1941 at Regina Sask. 
     Shorty had quite a time persuading 
recruiting officers to take him in because of 
his height. However, Shorty talked his way in 
and went to Manning Depot. He didn’t suffer 
the same privations as Flight Doerr. In fact, 
everything was too big for him except the 
meals. However the Air Force tailors soon 
chopped a uniform down to fit "Shorty". 
 Previous to coming to Moss-bank 
Flight Doerr was stationed at St. Thomas, 
Trenton, Jarvis and Paul-son. He has one 
younger brother who has just joined the Air 
Force as an A.F.M. (Air Frame Mechanic). He 
is also on the tall side, being 6 ft. 3 ins. in 
height.  
 Flight Doerr's main hobbies are 
photography and model plane building. After 
the war he plans to become an aeronautical 
engineer. 
 Cpl. Hawken came to Moss-bank 
from St. Thomas. He has one brother in the 
Royal Canadian Engineers, overseas, and 
three brothers and two sisters in Canada. 
One sister is a nurse.  
 "Shorty" was a Carpenter before the 
war and worked for Cushing Bros. Mill Works, 
Moose Jaw. Previous to that he was 
employed for three years at a Moose Jaw fox 
farm 
as a nurse maid to the foxes. Cpl. 
Hawken's hobbies are woodworking and 
playing hockey. After the war he plans on 
taking up farming. 

 Both Flt./Sgt. Doerr and Cpl. Hawken are 
married and have families 

The Tall and Short of Maintenance Wing 
From Contact, station magazine of No. 2 Bombing & Gunnery School, Mossbank SK. 

 



  

We are not willing to spoil the longstanding record of keeping the museum gift shop open 364 days a year 

(closed Christmas Day). Covid 19 isn’t going to stop us. Just like Canadian Tire and Walmart, we are currently 

offering curb-side pickup service. If you like what you see on our Instagram page 

(https://www.instagram.com/catpmuseum/ - tap the purple/blue dot marked GIFTS) and want to purchase one 

of these amazing gifts, give the museum a call at 204-727-2444 and place your order and arrange for credit 

card payment and pickup. Not only do you get a great piece of merchandise, you get to see the sites on your 

drive to the Brandon Airport. Plus, all profits go to the museum to pay operating costs.  

Thanks for your support. 

https://www.instagram.com/catpmuseum/


 
 

From the Pendletonic, June 1944, station magazine 
of No. 10 Elementary Flying Training School in 
Pendleton Ontario. 
 
The following snatches appeared in the Daily 
Bulletin during January, 1943. Remember them? 
January 20th- NOTICE: The regular official trip to 
Ottawa will leave at the usual time, some other day, 
but not today. 
DRY CLEANING: On account of lack of water, dry 
cleaning is being practised by all personnel. 
ENTERTAINMENT: The entertainment for the 
coming week-end looks exceptionally bright. All 
personnel on the Station will provide their own. 
January 21st- HEADQUARTERS: Mr. Moes played 
host last night to a number of friends at his winter 
bungalow "Frigidaire." Sleeping bags were brought 
out and thermometers checked. 
FOUND: The Centigrade Block reported lost 
yesterday was located by "Frenchie" in one of the 
refrigerators. It had been trying to keep warm. 
OMISSION: We forgot to mention yesterday that the 
power would be off for a number of hours. We 
hope no one was unduly inconvenienced. 
CANTEEN HOURS: The canteen will be open for 15 
minutes twice a day. We don't know which 15 
minutes, but the word will get around, so jump to it 
when you hear. 
SPORTS: Same as yesterday, snow-ploughing and 
snow shovelling. 
DRESS: It has been noticed that some of the 
personnel have got in the habit of going around 
unshaven and improperly dressed. This practice 
should cease. It is not likely that it will, however. 
LOST: Flying suit complete with helmet and boots. 
Last seen bobbing up and down among snow-drifts 
near the garage. 
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``This is an example of the work of a Morse Code 

Translator. It would have made life much easier 

for RCAF Wireless Operators during World War 

2. We found it at: 

https://morsecode.world/international/translator.html’’ 


