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Our cover for this issue shows Adolph Hitler 

frightfully cowering as a blanket of Commonwealth 

aircraft pass over his head. The message seems 

clear: ``We (the Allies) have the upper hand now 

thanks to our superior air power in Europe. It is only 

a matter of time before we achieve Victory.’’ 

Unfortunately we don’t know the source of this 

propaganda masterpiece but we believe it is of 

Canadian origin.  

 

Knowing this will be useful while reading page 9 – 

Avoirdupois is defined as a system of weights 

based on a pound on 16 ounces or 7,000 grains, 

widely used in English-speaking countries . 

HUMOUROUS – weight; heaviness.``She was 

putting on the avoirdupois like nobody’s business.’’ 
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The following email was received at the CATP 

Museum on September 19 2019. 
 

Hello Stephen Hayter. I’m addressing this message 
to you as yours is the name on the card I was given 
on a recent trip to your museum. 

My name is Joe Western; recently my wife 
and I were on a driving trip through the prairie 
provinces, visiting various attractions which caught 
our eyes as we travelled. One of these attractions 
was your museum in Brandon. We had noted the 
roadside signs for your museum as we travelled 
eastwards; and determined to visit on our return 
trip.  

As something of an aviation buff, I was so 
happy to spend a few hours looking over your 
displays of, not only the airplanes themselves, but 
also the equipment, the vehicles, the array of 
spares and parts; and the opportunity to roam 
almost at will throughout your facility. 

I must say though that, I found the displays 
in the glass cases, the authentic uniforms, 
equipment, documents, logs and personal stories 
most evocative. Although to describe the pathway 
through the glass case exhibits as a step back in 
time is a little too dramatic; the layout of the exhibits 
and the authenticity of the old oak and glass display 
cases is most effective. Please try to avoid the 
modern temptation to clean, polish, over illuminate 
and otherwise gussy things up. It has a feel that 
people need to recognize when gazing at items 
from that era. 

 At the end of our visit, we purchased 
some items from the gift shop and briefly 
chatted with one of your wonderful 
volunteers. Unfortunately, I did not catch her 
name but did discover in a later 
conversation that she was the wife of 
another volunteer whose name was John. 
As we were leaving, Mrs. John (Jan 
McNarry) asked us if we had visited the 
chapel which was attached to the gift shop. I 
was happy to spend a few minutes in the 

chapel; it has a feeling of reverence about it which 
is fitting for a place which trained so many young 
men to fly into battle, from which many didn’t return. 
During our visit to the chapel I was also so happy to 
discover the computerized Roll of Honour. 

Thereby hangs part two of this tale. 
In 2012 my wife and I rented a cottage in England 
for a four week period as a vacation spot. The 
cottage was located in a village called Haddenham 
in the County of Buckinghamshire. 

During our stay there we walked through 
and around the village frequently, particularly 
through the churchyard of St. Mary’s church. 
It was during one of our walks through the 
cemetery that we came upon a particular pair of 
headstones standing upright next to each other. 
The headstones were very distinctive, like too many 
others throughout the English countryside, they 
were those familiar headstones which are reserved 
for the placement at the graves of young men and 
women who have fallen in the service of their 
country. 
 

We noted that the two young men buried 
beneath those markers were members of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. They had lain in that church-
yard, thousands of miles from their Canadian 
homes since 1942. We wrote down their names 
and particulars and determined to discover more 
about them after we returned home. 

Well, unfortunately, there was very little 
information to be found about these two young 



men, but, I kept a sticky note on my laptop  
cover with their names, in the hope that at some 
point in the future I may learn more about them. 

Last year, my wife and I visited England 
again and, although we did not rent a cottage in 
Haddenham, we did drive there to visit those two 
boys. We spent a few moments visiting the graves 
and before we left, we planted a small Canadian 
flag at each of the graves. Neither of them would 
have recognized the flag as it is so different from 
the standard under which they fought, but it does 
now represent their country and I like to think that 
everyone would recognize the Maple Leaf.   

This brings us back to the present time. 
Mrs. John, your volunteer, had by this time 
introduced me to her husband John (McNarry), who 
had in turn introduced me to another volunteer 
called Lyle (Gawletz). The three of us spent quite 
some minutes talking about the displays in your 
museum. They were quite happy to spend 
whatever time was necessary to speak with me and 
I was quite happy to extend and take advantage of 
that time. 

I mentioned to John the story of the two 
young Canadians and that I had searched the Roll 
of Honour in the chapel and had actually found both 
of their names and details on that Roll…  

I reflected then, and have done so since, of 
the series of events that occurred to connect a stroll 
through an English country churchyard seven years 
ago, to discovering that these two young men had 
walked on the same airfield, had trained in and 
around the same buildings and, in infantry 
parlance, “chewed some of the same dirt” that I, as 
an elderly person was experiencing 77 years later. 
 I mentioned to John and his wife that I had 
taken pictures of the headstones of the two fliers 
and she said that if I were to send the pictures, they 
to link them to the two names in your Roll of 
Honour. 

As a prologue: The two young men, Pilot 
Officer J. G. Morrison and Flight Sergeant C. C. 
MacDonald were both killed along with three RAF 
members in June 1942. I was born in May 1943 not 
too far from where these young men now lie. In the 
intervening 77 years they have spent their 
summers and winters lying within the confines of a 
church-yard under summer sun and winter snows 
in a country they sacrificed their lives for. 

The work that you do with your group of 
volunteers is an invaluable service in maintaining 
the memories of heroes like Morrison and 
MacDonald and all the others whose stories lie 
untold in far off lands. You are the custodians of 
memory which enable people like me to appreciate 
all that was achieved by that valorous generation. 

Thank you for all the effort and for all that it takes to 
keep the CATP Museum operating and,  congratul-
ations to all your volunteers; what a labour of love it 
must be.   With respect, 

Joe Western. 
 

What a wonderful letter. Meeting visitors while 
learning their stories and talking about the museum 
is one of the great joys of working at the museum. 
Joe can be assured that we promise to maintain a 
vintage look to the exhibits. 
 The following are the entries from the Role 
of Honour (CATPM memorial book ``They Shall 
Grow Not’’) for the two airmen. 
 
Flight Sergeant (Pilot) Charles George MacDonald, 
age 23, from Edmonton Alberta and Pilot/Officer 
(Wireless Air Gunner) L.G. Morrison, age 24, from 
St. Thomas Ontario, were killed on June 24 1942 
while on a mission with the No. 23 Operational 
Training Unit. The crew of Wellington aircraft L 
7891 were on a cross-country exercise when their 
aircraft crashed and burned at Waterstock west of 
Tiddington, Oxfordshire, England. The aircraft dived 
from 3,000 feet and crashed as a consequence of 
the dinghy breaking from its stowage and fouling 
the controls. P/O.s C.D. Chant (RAF), A.W. Smith 
(RAF) and Sgt. F.W. Sims (RAF) were also killed. 
Macdonald and Morrison are buried in the St. Mary 
Churchyard at Haddenham, Buckinghamshire, 
England.  

 We thank the Province of Manitoba and 
Travel Manitoba for providing the signs that draw in 
so many interested visitors, as well as the other 
support they provide to us.  

While researching this story we came 
across some interesting web sites. 
 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/27376143/lloy
d-george-morrison 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memor

ials/canadian-virtual-war-

memorial/detail/2706409#inline_content_modal_12 

Did you know: Brandon’s No. 12 Service Flying 

Training School was built by Winnipeg’s Bird 

Construction Company employing 1800 

construction workers between November 1940 and 

July 1941. This massive million (1940) dollar facility 

included five hangars, 30 other buildings including 

a hospital, fire hall and a water and sewer system 

and seven miles of asphalt runways. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/27376143/lloyd-george-morrison
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/27376143/lloyd-george-morrison
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/2706409#inline_content_modal_12
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/2706409#inline_content_modal_12
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/2706409#inline_content_modal_12


The King’s Regulations… 
We’ve all come to believe the conventional wisdom that all 
military organizations operate under a strict regimentation 
carefully documented to be read and memorized by all 
concerned. Whether or not this is true, it would appear that the 
Commonwealth Air Forces of World War II had the rules written 
down in an Air Ministry manual entitled ``THE KING’S 
REGULA-TIONS AND AIR COUNCIL INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
THE ROYAL AIR FORCE WITH APPENDICES AND INDEX – 
1943.’’ 
 Whether or not anyone actually tried to absorb this 

4000+ plus `page-turner’ is unknown to us but this three inch 
thick manual is a triumphal effort in laying down the law. 
 This is one of hundreds of books, booklets, pamphlets 
and other documents on air force expectations for the ranks in 
the Commonwealth Air Training Museum Archives. Here is 
what it has to say about Flying Restrictions.  
 

7 17. Flying Restrictions  
 

Aerobatics 
1. The following aerobatics are prohibited: 

a. All flick maneuvers. 
b. All maneuvers involving 
heavy inverted loading (e.g. 
the bunt, the outside loop). 
c. Inverted flying (except for 
short periods required in 
performing authorised 
aerobatics of when an aircraft 
is specifically designed or 
modified for this purpose). 
2. Aerobatics at altitudes under 
3,000 feet are prohibited 
except when permission is 
granted: 
a. In specific instances and for 
definite purposes, by an air or 
other officer commanding, who 
will down a minimum height;  
b. Under orders issued by the 
Air Ministry for specific 
experiments at experimental 
establishments. 
3. A spin will not be continued 
below 3,000 feet. 
4. The intentional spinning of 
aircraft when carrying bombs, 
torpedoes or pyrotechnics on 
the bomb carriers is prohibited. 
5. Before flying any aircraft, the 
pilot must be fully conversant 
with any limitations and 
restrictions imposed thereon, 
and all manoeuvers 
contravening them are 
prohibited. 
 

Cloud Flying Practice 
6. Cloud flying practice will not 
be carried out when the cloud 
base is less than 2,000 feet 
above the ground in the vicinity 
in which the aircraft concerned 
are flying except:   
a. at stations which 
meteorological consultation is 
available, where provided the 



C.O. is satisfied that conditions are safe and 
the prior authority of the air or other officer 
commanding has been obtained, cloud 
flying practice may be permitted locally 
when the base of the clouds is not less than 
500 feet from the ground; 
b. at experimental establishments, where it 
may be necessary for the purpose of an 
experiment to carry out flying with the cloud 
base at a considerably lower altitude; 
c. at beam approach training units, where it 
may be necessary for the purpose of 
training to carry out flying with the cloud 
base at a considerably lower altitude and 
even down to the ground level (subject to 
permission being given by radio from the 
appropriate flying control authority). 
 

Low Flying 
7. Flying at altitudes of less than 2,000 feet over 
land or water is prohibited, except:  

a. when taking off; 
b. when landing, preparing to land, or 
making a forced landing; 
c. when necessitated by reasons of 
weather; 
d. when required in connection with 
exercises or missions involving co-operation 
from the ground or water; 
unless specially authorized by the air or 
other officer commanding or for the purpose 
of training over areas duly authorised by 
him. 

8. Low flying practices must be ordered in every 
instance by a flight commander of instructor, who 
will issue instructions as to the route to be followed 
throughout the practice. This route will avoid towns, 
other centres of dense population, industrial areas 
and camps, and when possible, should lie within 
one of the defined low flying areas. A pilot other 
than an instructor is not permitted to undertake low 
flying practice unless he has received specific 
orders to do so. 
9. The pilot of an aircraft is forbidden to dive, or 
continue to dive, below an altitude of 2,000 feet 
when over or near an aerodrome, except when the 
dive forms part of an authorised practice, is 
specially ordered by a blight commander or 
instructor, and is carried out against the recognised 
station target. 
Miscellaneous 
10.  

a. Towns and thickly inhabited districts will 
be crossed at such a height as will enable 
the aircraft to glide to open country in the 
event of engine failure, If adverse weather 

precludes sufficient altitude being 
maintained, the area of the town will be 
avoided, unless the navigational safety of 
the aircraft endangered thereby. 
b. When on a cross-country flight, aircraft 
flying at altitudes under 3,000 feet will  not 
pass within 3,000 yards of the nearest point 
of the perimeter of aerodromes en route. If 
lying at altitudes of 3,000 feet or below, 
aircraft , on approaching such aerodromes, 
will, having due regard to the effect of 
prevailing weather conditions on navigation, 
select the most suitable method of passing 
as will avoid risk of collision and so as not to 
interfere with other aircraft. On no account 
may an aerodrome be crossed against the 
direction of aircraft. 
 

11. The pilot of an aircraft is forbidden to fly or 
maneuver his aircraft, in the air or on the ground, in 
any manner likely to cause accident, or annoyance 
to any person or persons, or damage to livestock or 
property of the aircraft itself. 
12. No pilot will fly or maneuver an aircraft in the air 
or on the ground in such a manner as to prejudice 
good order and flying discipline. 
13. Except when engaged in specific exercises in 
which ballo9ons, kite balloons or airships are taking 
part, aeroplanes will not approach within one mile 
of such aircraft in the air. 
14. The dropping of leaflets over land or sea and 
the jettisoning of any articles whatever over land 
are prohibited, except in connection with exercises 
involving co-operation from the land or sea which 
have duly authorised. 
15. No pilot will join, or interfere with, a formation to 
which he does not belong, or any single aircraft, 
without prior arrangement and sanction. 
16. No pilot will fly an aircraft of a unit to which he 
does not belong without obtaining the prior consent 
of the C.O. of the unit on the establishment of 
which this aircraft is borne, or that of a flight 
commander having the necessary jurisdiction. 
17. The international rules of the air continued in 
Appendix XXYI, when applicable, will be observed 
in addition to the regulations contained in this para. 
18. The forgoing regulations are subject to the 
exigencies of active operations. They are, however, 
to be observed at all times on operational flights 
when the duty upon which the aircraft is engaged 
does not render any deviation from them 
necessary. 
19. The standing orders of every station and unit 
will contain an instruction that every pilot is to 
acquaint himself with this para. and that he will at 
all times comply with the rules therein.  



DAUPHIN STRATEGY 
Airman Makes Crops Fly 

Winnipeg Free Press – 
October 26 1942 – by Leslie G. Bishop 

 
For our younger readers – a stook is a group of 
grain sheaves stood on end in a field to dry for 
harvest. Sheaves are bundles of grain stalks. The 
airwomen in the photo are standing beside some 
stooks.  

Dauphin (Manitoba) farmers agree that you 
can’t out-stook an airman or an airwoman. Airmen 
and airwomen of No. 10 service flying training 
school, for their part, admit there is no form of 
physical drill that for sheer muscle-expansion, can 
compare with a little harvesting. 
 The Dauphin Farmers were in distress 
because they had so few men to gather in the crop. 

So Group Captain A.H. Wilson, commanding officer 
of the school, put wings on it for them. He called for 
airmen who would go harvesting in their spare time. 
Two hundred airmen and airwomen volunteered 
immediately and an equal number on the following 
day until finally the community was faced with the 
problem of a surplus of harvesters. The crop just 
flew off the fields. 

The story goes that one group of airmen 
was having a lot of trouble with an unruly horse. At 
last an airwoman walked up and took a firm grasp 
of his bridle, after which he began to pay strict 
attention to duty. 
 At all events, after a hard evening of 
stooking oats, with a few thistles thrown in, the 
arms of Squadron Leader C.H. Clarke looked as 
though he had developed the measles. A Winnipeg 
veteran of the last war, Squadron Leader Clarke 
heads the ground instruction school at Dauphin. 

For six years up to the start of the war, he was a 
member of the narcotics squad of the Winnipeg 
polices. 
 Another veteran, Squadron Leader B.C. 
Andrew, Ingersoll Ont., who had 18 years of flying 
as a commercial pilot in the United States and 
China before joining the R.C.A.F. commands No. 1 
squadron at Dauphin. These two officers showed 
George Young, a Free Press photographer, and 
this reporter found the school. 

On the wall of Squadron Leaders Andrew’s 
office, fronting on the airdrome, hung a picture of 
one of the graduates of the Dauphin school. Flight 
Lieut. Ralph Christie, North Bay Ont., a pilot of the 
Canadian Demon squadron, who five months ago, 
won the Distinguished Service Order after being 
credited with destroying 11,000 tons of enemy 
shipping. 

 

Receive Final Training 
 The Dauphin station, where pilots receive 
their final training before going overseas, 
teaches men not merely to fly planes but to fly 
them to an objective and back. Its course for 
pilots has been scientifically developed for on 
purpose – to get our bombers out to their target 
in Europe, Squadron Leader Andrew told us.  
 Every time the student pilots at Dauphin 
go out for a flight they are given a definite 
objective. Their final night solo flight is a three-
legged hop – from Dauphin to Portage la Prairie, 
Brandon and home. 
 Several new features have been 
introduced in their course. They are doing 65 per 
cent more flying than pupils at the school one 
year ago, with special emphasis on night flying. 
They do some low level flying at a height of only 

200 feet over a special area just east of the school 
to prepare them for low level attacks on enemy 
positions. 
 They are trained to fly their twin-engined 
Cessnas on one engine sometimes, so that they 
will able to pilot a crippled bomber home. 
 In addition to more intensive instruction in 
their own jobs, the pilots are taught something also 
of the jobs of the navigator, the air bomber and the 
wireless operator. 
 

Navigation Stressed 
 Navigation is specially stressed Group 
Captain Wilson himself, is an expert navigator and 
uses his art sometimes off-duty hours. The other 
day he took two of his junior officers on a duck-
hunting expedition. He steered what he described 
as a cross-country course through the bush for two 
miles. When they came back, the two junior officers 



went right to bed, while Group Captain Wilson 
helped to get in half a cord of wood. 
 The student pilots learn the use of the 
sextant, so that they can steer by the stars. At night 
their planes carry a red light on one wing tip and a 
green on the other. Recently, the navigation 
instructor, Flying Officer D. (Cece) Solin, Toronto, 
asked one of the students if he was having any 
trouble navigating at night. ``No, it’s a cinch.’’ The 
budding pilot replied. ``All you have to do is to stay 
in between the red and green lights.’’ 
 Compasses must be absolutely accurate on 
bombers overseas. For this reason the student pilot 
at Dauphin has to check the compass in his plane a 
dozen times during the course. When this is done, 
the plane is placed on a compass circle that is 
drawn on the tarmac, with its nose pointing north. 
The pilot stands behind the tail with a hand 
compass with the axis of the plane looking along 
from tail to nose. 

Pilots Take Wireless 
 The pilots take wireless and must reach a 
speed of sending and receiving eight words per 
minute in Morse.  
 

The Swan River Star and  

Valley Times September 17 1942 

Air Force Recruiting Unit is to  

Be in Swan River This Week-End 
 In charge of Flight Lieutenant C.P. Leaney, 

the R.C.A.F. Mobile Recruiting Unit will be in Swan 

River, September 17th and 18th. 

 Applications for enlistment as ``Aircrew’’ 

and ``Skilled Tradesmen’’ will be received at the 

Vimy Hotel on these dates. 

 Welcome news to many young men who 

would like to fly in the R.C.A.F. is the 

announcement that restrictions on, the height and 

weight of aircrew applications have now been 

removed, excepting with regard to Air Gunners. 

Now the extra tall fellow is being given the chance 

to qualify as Navigator, Observer, Bomb Aimer and 

Wireless Air Gunner. So, likewise, the chap with 

more than average avoirdupois, Height and weight 

restrictions will continue to apply to Air Gunners, 

however until October 1. 

 Accompanying the Mobile Unit on the 

present tour is Assistant Section Officer Magery 

Weiss, in charge of Women’s Division recruiting in 

the district. Women are wanted as Stenographers 

and for various other clerical duties. Also needed 

are Typists for training as Teletype Operators, 

women to trains as Ground Wireless Operators, 

and by no means less important – recruits to serve 

in ``General Duties’’. 

 Full facilities for medical examinations of 

women applicants will be provided by the Mobile 

Unit, with a trained nurse in attendance at all times. 

 The coming visit will give girls in the district 

a most timely opportunity to enquire about the 

possibilities of enlistment in a branch of the service 

which is releasing men from jobs which can be 

done by women and thus making a vital 

contribution to ``KEEP ``EM FLYING’’. 

 

News of Neighbouring Points 

A Weekly Page of News from Surrounding Villages 

and School Districts 

BOWSMAN 

 Donald Brown, who is in training in the 

R.C.A.F. and who recently passed preliminary 

examinations is home on leave. Donald is training 

for a pilot or observer.  

 Jack Ritchie of the R.C.A.F. is home on 

leave. Jack is a navigator and has recently done 

considerable flying. In fact, he has seen from the air 

many countries – India, Africa, Brazil, Egypt and 

the U.S.A., Scotland and England. Jack had the 

opportunity to go sight-seeing in Cairo which he 

reports as a modern and up-to-the-minute city built 

along side the ancient Cairo with its narrow streets 

and quaint buildings religious of antiquity. Jack 

developed a mild attack of malaria and has been 

granted ten days leave. 

McKAY, CRAIGSFORD & HALL (Villages) 

 Delbert Graham, RCAF and Maurice Liscum 

are home on harvest leave.  

 

SOUTH AMERICAN AIRMEN IN CANADA 
Shellbrook Chronicle, Shellbrook SK, August 20 1943 

 In the Dominion as guests of the Royal 

Canadian Air Force to study the British 

Commonwealth Air Training Plan, five South 

American air force officers reached Ottawa 

yesterday 

 Two R.C.A.F. planes brought them from 

Montreal. They will spend a week in Canada and a 

fortnight in the United States before returning 

home. 

 



The Role of Canada’s Service 
Organizations in World War II 

The Knights of Columbus 
The K of C is the fourth of four non-profit agencies, 
which provided comfort and aid to the personnel of 
the armed forces in World War II under the control 
of the Canadian War Service Auxiliary discussed in 
our newsletter. The CWSA was set up by the 
federal government to maximize the efforts and 
minimize duplication of efforts by the Red Cross, 
the Legion, the Salvation Army and the K of C.  

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic 
fraternal organization founded in 1883 in the United 
States dedicated to providing charitable services as 
needed, defending Catholicism and promoting 

Catholic education in a number of countries around 
the world. 

K of C World War II activities had roots in 
World War I when this organization provided 
America’s troops with `Soldier’s Welfare Centres’ in 
the U.S. and abroad. These were recreation/service 
centres for soldiers regardless of race or religion. 
These centres came to be known as `CASEYS,’ 
from the K of C term, and were run by `Secretaries 
who, generally were men beyond the age for 
military service. The Caseys provided stationary, 
hot baths and religious services to soldiers, sailors 
and airmen. After the war, the K of C assisted 
returning troops by helping them find education and 
occupational training leading to employment. 

In September 1939, the Canadian Knights 
of Columbus informed the Government of Canada 
of intentions to establish a similar program for 
Canadian service men,  After consideration, the 
government accepted the offer and included the 

Knights in the CWSA. By April 1940 the Canadian 
Knights of Columbus raised $230,000 to fund their 
war effort.  

In larger Canadian cities, recreation centres 
were opened and morale programs were offered in 
a number of military training camps. The 
establishment of hostels for servicemen also 
started in Canada followed by openings in England 
and eventually, many other locations in Europe. 
Among the offerings for service personnel at the 
hostels were sporting events, musical and comedy 
shows, academic courses and libraries.  

Personnel working in these Hostels, 
received a wage from the government in an amount 
commiserate with that of Canadian Army captain 
along with retirement and disability pay. It was an 
offering to offset the danger associated with 
working in a war zone. The manager of the 
recreation centre in Hong Kong was captured by 
the Japanese who interred him as a prisoner of 
war. He along with six others died as a result of 
their work for the Knights of Columbus. 

In a program separate from that funded by 
the government, the Canadian Knight provided 
supplies for Catholic Chaplains. 

During both the first and second world wars, 
the Knights of Columbus were active in Canada 
recruiting men for military service and assisting 
veterans to receive needed rehabilitation.  

 
The following story comes from the May 

1941 issue of the station magazine for No. 6 
Bombing & Gunnery School in Mountain View 
Ontario – The Mountain Viewtop 

``Vic La Fontaine arrived on Station 
equipped with a complete assortment of games and 



athletic supplies, and (through the courtesy of Col.  
Smith) ``mud’’ waders. He immediately proceeded 
to provide entertainment for the waterlogged 
personnel.  

Among the features of the early work of 
Auxiliary 
Service on 
Mountain View 
R.C.A.F. Station 
were the 16 mm 
movies. These 
were shown free 
and were 
continued until 
Station Funds 
provided 
professional 35 
mm movie 
equipment. First 
class feature 
movies have 
been shown in 

the Station theatre from October 1943 until the 
present time, under the direction of the K. o C.  

In June 1942 – Urban Hughes was 
appointed K. of C. director, and R.C.A.F. Station 
Mountain View was designated by the organization 
as a training centre for the K. of C. men selected to 
serve overseas as supervisors with the R.C.A.F. 
All of these men, trained at Mountain View 
contributed to the activities provided on the station 
Among the Mountain View graduates of Auxiliary 
Services were the following who later became well 
known at home and abroad. Tom Rathwell and 
Jack Pitt, Canada House, Cairo, Egypt; Bob 
Sutherland, K. of C. Hostel, Halifax; Jack Flanagen, 
Fort Frontenac; Fred Tadman, Doug Graham, Joe 
McInnis, Marty MacPherson, Dick Wade and Joe 
Morgan in London and Southern England. Others 
were bill Landry and Johnnie Parenteau who 
became members of aircrew and served overseas. 
 The present K. of C. supervisors on Station 
are Urban Hughes and Bud Messinger. ``Urb’’ has 
been secretary of the sports and entertainment 
committees for the past three years. A native of 
North Dakota and resident of Brandon, Man., Urban 
is a veteran of the last great war, having been 
commissioned and saw service in the R.A.F (Royal 
Air Force). 
 Bud Messinger who has been on the K. of 
C. staff since last May, hails from Ottawa and has 
been active in the activities of the station. Bud has 
been the official operator of the K. of C. movie 
shows provided for the patients at the Station 
Hospital each Wednesday afternoon – and is active 
secretary of the ``Jazz’’ Appreciation group.  

 The K. of C. wish to take this opportunity of 
thanking the members of all committees on 
entertainment and sports who have contributed to 
an unlimited extent in making the activities of the 
station so worthwhile. During the past three years 
the entertainment committee have sponsored thirty-
four monthly ``station dances’’ and each one held 
was more successful than the one before. 
 The latest report of the activities supervised 
by the K. of C. at Mountain View includes the 
following: attendance at concerts and road shows 
during the life of the station 16,771; 49,770 have 
participated in organized indoor recreation; and 
37,813 in organized outdoor activities. 129,942 
members of personnel have taken part in the show, 
movies and activities in the recreation hall; 
attendance at movie shows during the life of the 
station has been 84,863; free writing paper and 
envelopes haven distributed in the amount of 
1,800,200 pieces. This is the largest amount 
stationary used at any unit serviced by the K. of C. 
in Canada. 
 

A Tribute to Frank McManes… 

A Memorial to the Typhoon Pilots 
Frank McManes was a long-time member of the 

Commonwealth Air Training Museum. He was there 

right at the start in 1982 when the doors opened. 



Over a period of 25 years he made great 

contributions to the museum working on many 

projects and sitting on the Board of Directors. Frank 

was a veteran of the World War II RCAF where he 

was a Typhoon pilot with No. 175 Squadron in 

Europe. When Frank returned to home after the 

war, he took-up farming on family land west of 

Brandon and was a flight instructor with the 

Brandon Flying Club He taught hundreds of 

students to fly. The following is from the CATPM 

Archives which give a good accounting of Frank’s 

experiences as an operational pilot with the RCAF 

during World War II. It is a letter of condolence to 

Frank’s wife Shirley from his former Commanding 

Officer in No. 175 Squadron. Frank was the 

definition of `real gentleman.’ 

 

Air Commander J.W. Frost 

Southamstead Reading Berks UK 

January 20 2008 

Dear Shirley, 

I was so sorry to hear that Frank had passed away 

during his sleep on 13 November 2007. He lived a 

very full life and all who knew him will remember 

him with respect and affection. Words can bring 

little comfort at this sad time but be sure you and 

your family are in our thoughts and prayers as we 

send out deepest sympathy to you all. 

 Frank and Jim Wood joined No. 175 

Squadron, RAF when we were based at Volkel in 

Holland in December 1944. It was an ex-German 

Air base, which had been pattern-bombed by 

Bomber Command, RAF, and there were about 750 

water filled bomb craters and no buildings were left 

standing. We landed there, having left Normandy 

after the 10-week battle, which had resulted in the 

destruction of the German Army. Fighting had been 

fierce and our Squadron losses heavy, but moral 

remained high as we provided air support to units 

of the British and Canadian armies. 

As the Germans retreated through northern France, 

Belgium and Holland, Squadrons were engaged in 

attacking their movement by rail and barges on the 

river until bad weather limited operations. During 

this period we were still close to the German Army 

who released the waters of Damned Lake, 

supplementing the river Rhine, which developed as 

the German Lutwaffe began operations with the 

Me. 262, a fast twin-engine jet propelled fighter 

bomber that made attacks on Volkel. They were 

very fast, difficult to intercept at low level and 

succeeded in dropping anti-personnel bombs on 

our dispersal. Frank was injured by one of these 

bombs but survived to tell the tale. 



 At the cessation of hostilities on the 8th May 

1945 we celebrated with real enthusiasm. Peace 

had been gained at great cost. The Typhoon 

squadrons were soon disbanded and the crews 

returned to civil life. Later a number of Squadron 

associations were formed of ex-air and ground 

crew, who had served together and over the years 

many ex members of the Typhoon force visited 

Normandy on the anniversary of D Day. 

 After discussion, the Typhoon force agreed 

that details of the pilots killed should be recorded 

on a unique Memorial. Planning for the memorial 

began in 1987 and it was completed and dedicated 

on 9 June 1990.  The Memorial was erected in the 

village of Noyers Bocage, a few mile South-west of 

Caen… There were 22 Squadrons of Typhoons 

with approximately 440 aircraft ant 530 pilots. In the 

10 weeks of the Battle of Normandy, 151 pilots 

were killed and a further 128 were taken out of the 

battle with wounds, injures on crash landings. A 

second plaque honours all the Typhoon pilots and 

supporting staff who were killed during the life of 

the Typhoon from 1941, when the first Squadron 

was formed, until the disbandment at the end of the 

War…. 

 I hope you find the enclosures interesting 

and you might like to include them with your other 

items for the Museum. We hope you are coping at 

this sad time but we are sure your family and 

friends will be very supportive. We will keep in 

touch and meanwhile send our love and good 

wishes to you all. 

 

Yours sincerely – Jack and Shelagh.  

 

Thank you for your support of the Commonwealth Air 

Training Museum and to our newsletter CONTACT. Next 

issue – April 2020. 

Fuel and Fire… We believe these photographs 

were made at No. 5 Elementary Flying Training School 

at High River Alberta 1941. From the CATPM Archives. 

 


